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Catholic and Anglican principles the liberty which
others claimed, and which by large and powerful
bodies of opinion was denied to Anglicans? Or
would it turn out on trial, that the Via Media was an
idea without substance, a dialectical fiction, a mere
theological expedient for getting out of difficulties,
unrecognised, and when put forward, disowned?
Would it turn out that the line of thought and
teaching which connected the modern with the
ancient Church was but the private and accidental
opinion of Hooker and Andrewes and Bull and
Wilson, unauthorised in the English Church,
uncongenial to its spirit, if not contradictory to its
formularies ? It is only just to Mr. Newman to say,
that even after some of his friends were frightened,
he long continued to hope for the best; but un-
doubtedly, more and more, his belief in the reality of
the English Church was undergoing a very severe, and
as time went on, discouraging testing.

In this state of things he published the Tract No.
90. It was occasioned by the common allegation,
on the side of some of the advanced section of the
Tractarians, as well as on the side of their opponents,
that the Thirty-nine Articles were hopelessly irre-
concilable with that Catholic teaching which Mr.
Newman had defended on the authority of our great
divines, but which both the parties above mentioned
were ready to identify with the teaching of the Roman
Church. The Tract was intended, by a rigorous
examination of the language of the Articles, to